SHEET 1

2008-2009 School Year

CONTEXT

Issues related to the ITER scientific programme

ITER international agreement
The ITER international agreement was signed on 21 November 2006 by the ITER partners at the Elysée Palace in France. The international school project submitted by France weighed a great deal in the decision to set up the ITER project on its territory. The Cadarache research centre near Manosque was thus chosen by the Member States to host the ITER project. The ITER programme – aiming to provide energy for our future – is a major scientific challenge, perhaps the biggest challenge faced by the 21st century considering the prospect of energy self-sufficiency that it promises. The success of the International School in Manosque bears particular importance in the sense that it is helping to promote the development of the ITER research programme, while enabling France to demonstrate the quality of its educational know-how to meet the schooling requirements of a demanding international population.

ITER Organization includes seven partners: the European Union, the United States, the Russian Federation, the People’s Republic of China, Japan, South Korea, and India. Switzerland is involved on a scientific level as an associate partner, and Kazakhstan should soon be joining the group.

These countries will all be taking part in the design, construction and experimentation of a nuclear fusion reactor over the next thirty years.

The commitments made by the signatory countries fall within the scope of international cooperative partnerships aiming to rise to the double change of fighting climate change and providing a secure energy source. This is how the International School in Manosque resolutely belongs to part of an international cooperative education approach in compliance with the requirements of Article 6 in the appendix to the ITER international treaty.

The partner countries have agreed to provide ITER Organization with international teams for several decades. This will amount to about 1,000 researchers and technicians living in France on the basis of 5-year contracts, and who will have specific educational requirements for their children.

The International School in Manosque has been assigned the very complex task of educating these children.
The International School in Manosque must first and foremost meet the specific educational requirements of children belonging to ITER staff by developing a teaching model that is unique in France. To ensure cultural diversity and to promote French culture, the International School is also schooling local students. Its teaching programme – based on bilingualism and “language equality” in terms of teaching hours – takes into account the cultural and linguistic differences of its students (age, origin, level of study) and enables them to complete their whole education, from nursery school right through to the baccalaureate. The different backgrounds of these students justify any adjustments made to the curriculum, teaching programmes and methods, not to mention language immersion courses to help them progress faster in French and in the relevant section language, while maintaining structured contact with their own mother tongues. The teaching methods must enable these students to either continue studying in France or any of the other partner countries having signed the ITER agreement.

Studies must lead up to a school-leaver certificate of high quality which is recognised by all the ITER partners (European Union, the United States, Russia, China, Japan, South Korea and India), such as the International Option Baccalaureate (OIB) or diplomas valid in two different countries.

The International School in Manosque has been schooling practically all of the ITER children and some local students since September 2007 based on a series of language criteria and skills. The period of time (a few months to several years) that ITER students will spend at the International School, which is determined by their parents’ work, must especially be taken into account.
A few key figures

· The International School is currently organised into one division per level of study, ranging from the first year of nursery school to Year 11.
· 6 language sections (English, German, Spanish, Italian, Chinese and Japanese) where students spend an equal amount of time studying in their language as they do in French.

· A large number of modern languages are taught all year round.

Languages taught:

	· FRENCH

	· ENGLISH

	· GERMAN

	· SPANISH

	· ITALIAN

	· CHINESE

	· JAPANSES

	· RUSSIAN

	· KOREAN


Teaching staff

· Teaching staff: 76% contractual teachers and 24% tenured teachers.

· Number of nationalities: 13 (France, Great Britain, Germany, China, United States, Japan, Spain, Australia, Bulgaria, Korea, India, Italy and Russia).

· Male/Female teachers: 16% men and 84% women.

· The age pyramid shows that most teachers are in the 30-40 age bracket.

Analysis

Advantages: 

· Educational continuity and innovation designed to help all students succeed in an international context,

· Highly-capable staff able to quickly adapt to complex, inter-cultural situations,

· Very responsive environment to make sure the school succeeds in its endeavours.

· Even though an education system ranging from nursery school to the baccalaureate represents a serious commitment considering the requirements to be met, it nevertheless should be considered as an advantage from the viewpoint of ensuring teaching consistency. Accommodating all four components of the school system (nursery, primary, junior high, and senior high) in one establishment provides undisputable opportunities for rich exchanges, collaborative work, innovation and continuity between the different teaching hierarchies.

The fact that students aged 3 to 18 from very different backgrounds will be schooled under the same roof should promote a certain form of intergenerational solidarity and cultural openness. This human trait should be exploited to enhance the educational goal of giving students a sense of their responsibilities. The regular organisation (once to twice per period between school holidays) of school community meetings will help to 1) illustrate cultural diversity, 2) enable students to assume their responsibilities within the organisation, 3) promote student talents through public representations, 4) become aware of belonging to a community, and 5) encourage meetings, exchanges and sharing. As part of this bilingual and multicultural education system, the large choice of languages will reinforce the students’ affection for their own mother tongue while arousing their curiosity for the host country’s language.

Bilingualism gives students a head start in life and should help them to achieve:

· A more creative, imaginative and diverse way of thinking,

· Better performance in mathematics and an improved logical mind,

· Superior ability to solve problems,

· Quality communication skills,

· Heightened self-esteem.

Lastly, whether students or staff members, it has been proven that diverse groups amount to more “intelligent” groups. Diverse groups learn much more from each other because each member provides a different perspective, new information or a new point of view. 

Extremely active partners
The various institutional partners, the French Ministry of Education
, the Aix-Marseille Académie, the local authorities (Manosque municipality, Department of the Alpes-de-Haute-Provence, and the Provence-Alpes-Côte-d’Azur Region), ITER Organization, Agence ITER France, the ITER Mission under the Regional Prefect, and parents are all providing support and dedication that are helping to build the right conditions for the successful development of the International School in Manosque.

Disadvantages: 

· No precedence, 

· An extremely diverse range of teachers whose stability must be guaranteed,

· Anticipating the arrival of new students affected by unforeseen delays and events.

Creating a one-of-a-kind international education organisation is a truly great opportunity. This factor should be taken into consideration when assessing the school’s results and performance since its opening.

· Restricted financial and material independence up to the new school year in 2010.

Note: in terms of managing classroom space or finances and equipment
, the need for greater independence is becoming more obvious as the number of students increases. 

The International School’s classes were first divided up between several different sites, but were then grouped together at “Les Iscles” High School in Manosque at the start of the 2007 school year. Pending the two-stage transfer (2009-2010 and 2010-2011) to its definitive premises which are currently being built, the impact of classroom-related constraints must be minimised as they do not always encourage good relations between the different components of the International School. The buildings for the nursery and primary sections are expected to be ready for the start of the 2009 school year, followed by the completion of the new building complex – including a cultural centre and a sports centre – designed to accommodate for the remaining sections as early as September 2010. 
� DGESCO and DREIC in particular


� The financial aspects of the International School are covered by a special scheme under “Les Iscles” High School





